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Independent Candidate Petition Denied: Short One Signature

Brunswick, Georgia — August 11, 2026 — After judicial review in the Superior Court of Glynn
County, Rachael Thompson, an independent candidate for Glynn County Board of Education,
District 4, was formally denied placement on the November 3, 2026 General Election ballot. The
reason: she was short one signature.

Thompson submitted 622 signatures in support of her candidacy on July 14, 2026. The Glynn
County Board of Elections and Registration determined that 508 valid signatures were required.
They concluded that 502 of the submitted signatures were from eligible voters currently
registered in District 4—leaving the petition just six signatures short of the stated requirement.

"l respect the responsibility of the Board of Elections to verify signatures and protect the integrity
of our elections," Thompson said. "But when a petition falls six signatures short, every rejected
signature deserves careful scrutiny—particularly when there is evidence that some of those
voters were already residents of District 4 or have since updated their voter registration.”

The Board's July 17 denial letter specifically advised Thompson that the decision could be
reviewed by the Superior Court of Glynn County through a writ of mandamus pursuant to
0.C.G.A. § 21-2-171(c).

In the complaint submitted on July 22, 2026, Thompson argued that the petition language,
combined with the circumstances surrounding several rejected signatures, warranted a closer
examination of whether those voters were qualified electors entitled to participate in the
upcoming election.

The nomination petition itself states:

"Each of the undersigned petitioners hereby declares that he or she is a duly QUALIFIED AND
REGISTERED elector of the State of Georgia entitled to vote in the next election for the filling of
the office sought by the candidate supported by this petition."

Thompson identified 22 petition signers who were registered voters in Glynn County and
provided a District 4 address. She also identified 17 additional signers who were registered
voters in Georgia but provided information indicating that they had recently established
residency in Glynn County. Lastly, Thompson noted that four individuals whose signatures were
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rejected had already updated their voter registration and are now registered to vote in District 4
for the November 3 General Election.

“These subsequent registrations demonstrate that the signers were bona fide residents of
District 4 at the time they executed the nomination petition and intended to vote in the election
for the office sought,” the complaint read.

Further, Jason M. Wilbanks, Senior Assistant County Attorney representing the Glynn County
Board of Elections and Registration, conceded one signature during the hearing on the morning
of August 7th, leaving Thompson’s nomination one signature short. This resulted in Superior
Court Judge Stephen Kelley ruling to deny the petition.

"This denial solely reflects the restrictive nature of Georgia election law," Thompson said. "As a
result, independent candidates are denied ballot access across the state, stifling the voices of
Georgia voters and infringing the rights of qualified voters."

"This isn't just about my campaign," Thompson said. "It's about whether voters who took the
time to sign a petition will have their voices counted. Independent candidates should have a fair
opportunity to appear on the ballot, and voters should have the opportunity to choose from the
candidates they believe best represent them."

About Rachael Thompson

Rachael Thompson is an Independent candidate for Glynn County Board of Education, District
4. Her campaign emphasizes voter choice, community engagement, and the importance of
providing voters with meaningful alternatives on the ballot.
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